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TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS 

OF  THE 

MONONGAHELA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Monongahela  Navigation 
Company,  in  compliance  with  their  duty,  beg  leave  to  submit 
their  fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of 
the  works  under  their  direction;  and  it  is  with  great  pleasure 
they  are  now  enabled  to  announce  the  completion  of  locks 
and  dams  Nos.  1  and  2,  affording  a  slack  water  navigation  for 
more  than  twenty  miles  above  this  city. 

The  state  of  the  improvement,  as  far  as  it  has  progressed, 
is  so  satisfactorily  detailed  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer,  herewith  submitted,  that  little  is  left  to  say  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  this  Report.  A  statement,  however,  showing  the  cost 
of  construction  up  to  this  time,  and  the  liabilities  of  the  com¬ 
pany  for  the  same,  may  with  propriety  be  here  introduced, 
and  which  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Estimated  cost  of  work  now  done 
on  lock  and  dam  No.  1,  -  $71,557  50 

On  which  there  has  been  paid,  60,824  38 

Leaving  unpaid,  -  $10,733  12 

Estimated  cost  of  work  now  done 
on  lock  and  dam  No.  2,  -  $69,645  50 

On  which  there  has  been  paid,  59,213  88 
Leaving  unpaid,  - 10,431  62 


Carried  forward, 


$21,164  74 
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Amount  brought  forward,  -  -  -  -  $21,164  74 

Estimated  cost  of  work  now  done 
on  lock  and  dam  No.  3,  -  $30,451  12 

On  which  there  has  been  paid,  25,230  75 

Leaving  unpaid,  -  5,220  37 

Estimated  cost  of  work  now  done 
on  lock  and  dam  No.  4,  -  $22,880  60 

On  which  there  has  been  paid,  22,226  36 
Leaving  unpaid,  -  654  24 

Making  the  total  amount  of  liabilities,  -  -  $27,039  35 

To  meet  which,  the  available  resources  of  the  company  are 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

Pennsylvania  5  per  cent,  stock, 

(due  1870,)  -  -  -  $18,400  00 

From  which  deduct  4  ,  reducing  it 
to  its  supposed  present  value,  -  4,600  00 

-  $13,800  00 

Balance  due  by  individual  stock¬ 
holders,  ....  $30,019  00 

From  which  deduct  amount  due 
by  insolvents,  &c.  -  -  -  15,000  00 

-  15,019  00 

Balance  of  deposit  in  Office  of  B. 

U.  S.  at  Pittsburgh,  -  -  $287  00 

From  which  deduct  40  per  cent.  115  00 

-  172  00 

Proceeds  of  timber  sold,  ....  1,300  00 

Due  by  sundry  individuals  for  tolls,  281  50 

Cash  on  hand,  .....  68  00 

Total, . $30,640  50 

From  which  deduct  liabilities,  -  -  27,039  35 

Will  leave  the  amount  of  available  resources,  -  $3,601  15 

Should  locks  and  dams  Nos.  1  and  2  continue  in  good  con¬ 
dition  during  the  present  year,  and  yield  tolls  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  as  received  from  that  source  since  they  were  finished, 
up  to  the  present  time,  the  sum  of  about  $7,000  more  may  be 
calculated  on,  and  be  added  to  the  available  resources  of  the 


company,  and  prove  sufficient  to  repair  and  finish  work  which 
it  may  be  found  necessary  yet  to  have  done,  and  thus  sustain 
themselves  without  other  aid. 

While  on  the  subject  of  locks  Nos.  1  and  2,  it  may  be  the 
proper  time  to  remark  that  they  are  not  of  sufficient  height, 
as  the  recent  rises  in  the  river  has  shown.  They  have  been 
twice  submerged  since  their  completion;  and  it  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  they  should  be  raised  about  six  feet  higher, 
as  soon  as  it  is  found  practicable  so  to  do. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  funds 
of  the  company,  it  is  obvious  that  additional  means  for  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  Avork  must  be  had  before  it  can  be 
made  useful  for  the  purposes  designed,  and  pay  interest  on  the 
capital  expended.  How  to  obtain  further  aid  is  a  matter  which 
must  be  left  to  the  consideration  of  our  successors;  but  before 
quitting  this  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  company  making  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
further  aid,  in  the  event  of  a  general  appropriation  bill  being 
brought  up  during  its  present  session.  The  interest  the  state 
now  has  in  the  Avork,  makes  it  an  object  to  her  to  lend  addi¬ 
tional  assistance  in  so  valuable  and  important  an  improvement. 
Results  to  the  present  time,  of  the  tolls  received,  give  assu¬ 
rance  of  its  being  better  stock  than  that  of  any  similar  Avork  in 
the  country.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  this 
section  of  it  feels  the  effects  of  financial  embarrassment;  but  it 
is  believed  that  better  times  are  about  to  daAvn  upon  us,  and 
Avith  the  return  of  public  confidence  and  general  prosperity, 
the  slack  water  navigation  of  the  Monongahela  Avill  soon  be 
completed  to  BroAvnsville. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  company  is  also  sub¬ 
mitted,  which  has  been  examined  by  a  committee  from  the 
Board  of  Managers,  and  found  to  be  correct. 

Chving  to  the  failure  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  institution  has  refused  to  make  her  second  subscription  of 
$50,000  to  the  stock  of  the  company,  as  by  her  charter  she 
Avas  bound  to  do.  This  sum  added  to  the  amount  due  by  in¬ 
dividual  delinquent  subscribers,  has  caused,  for  the  present, 
a  suspension  on  the  Avork  of  locks  and  dams  Nos.  3  and  4. 
The  amount  of  work  done  on  these  locks  and  dams  is  consid¬ 
erable,  (for  an  account  of  Avhich  see  the  Engineer’s  Report,) 

1* 


[  6  ] 

and  a  large  quantity  of  material  is  prepared  for  continuing  the 
work  on  them.  As  the  timber  is  perishable  in  its  present  con¬ 
dition,  another  inducement  is  presented  for  continuing  the 
work,  to  prevent  loss  by  its  decay. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  no  more  work  would  be 
done  for  the  present  on  locks  and  dams  Nos.  3  and  4,  imme¬ 
diate  measures  were  taken  to  have  the  timber  hauled  out  of  the 
river  and  placed  on  high  ground,  to  prevent  its  being  carried 
off  by  freshets,  and  thus  a  large  quantity  of  timber  will  be  pre¬ 
served  for  future  operation. 

On  the  subject  of  damages  done,  owing  to  back  water  caus¬ 
ed  by  the  erection  of  dam  No.  2,  Mr.  Tho’s.  Graham  has  set 
up  a  claim  against  the  company  for  backing  the  water  over  his 
mill  dam  on  the  Y  oughiogheny.  Mr.  Adam  Coon  has  like¬ 
wise  informed  the  company  that  his  water  power,  about  one 
mile  above  Mr.  Graham,  is  impaired  in  consequence  of  back 
water  from  the  same  cause,  and  asks  redress.  A  committee 
has  been  appointed  by  your  board  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
damage  done  to  those  mills,  and  report  the  result  of  their  ob¬ 
servation  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  made  the  necessary  ex¬ 
amination.  This  duty  will  be  performed  so  soon  as  time  can 
be  had  from  the  pressure  of  business  incident  to  this  season  of 
the  year. 

Before  closing  this  report,  the  board  believe  they  may  safely 
say,  that  few  undertakings  of  the  character  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  Navigation  Improvement  have  been  so  successfully  prose¬ 
cuted,  and  have  exceeded  so  little  the  original  estimated  cost, 
as  this  has  done.  The  strictest  economy  has  governed  the 
several  boards  of  managers,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  work,  as  may  be  seen  by  an 
examination  of  the  Treasurer’s  Reports. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  charter  of  the  company  is 
defective,  and  requires  amendment,  and  as  the  legislature  is 
now  in  session,  a  proper  time  is  afforded  for  having  the  ne¬ 
cessary  amendments  made. 

When  James  Clarke,  Esq.  retired  from  the  company’s  ser¬ 
vice  as  president,  Thomas  Bakewell,  Esq.  was  elected  in  his 
stead,  at  the  last  annual  election.  Imperative  circumstances 
of  a  private  nature  called  that  gentleman  to  Europe,  in  the  fall, 
and  the  Board  was  again  left  without  a  presiding  officer;  and 
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as  the  charter  only  provides  for  the  election  of  a  president  at 
its  annual  election  in  January,  a  president  pro  tem.  was  elected 
by  the  Board  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

To  enable  the  Board  of  Managers  to  conduct  the  affairs  of 
the  company  under  properly  constituted  officers,  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  have  the  charter  so  amended  as  to  enable  the  Board 
at  any  time  to  fill  vacancies  out  of  its  own  body,  or  otherwise. 

Another  provision  is  also  much  needed  in  the  charter.  It  is 
for  the  punishment  of  persons  wilfully  and  maliciously  doing 
damage  to  the  works  of  the  company,  and  using  violent  means 
to  effect  a  passage  through  the  locks  without  paying  the  es¬ 
tablished  tolls.  An  instance  of  an  attempt  to  commit  such  an 
outrage  has  occurred,  and  the  safety  of  the  work,  and  the 
preservation  of  good  order  at  the  locks,  call  loudly  for  such 
amendment  to  the  charter  as  will  protect  the  company  in  its 
rights. 

In  conclusion,  a  few  remarks  upon  the  importance  of  this 
work,  when  finished,  may  not  here  be  considered  out  of  place. 
Nothing  need  be  said  in  favor  of  it  to  those  acquainted  with 
the  region  of  country  through  which  the  Monongahela  mean¬ 
ders,  from  its  source  to  its  junction  with  the  Allegheny,  but 
to  those  unacquainted  with  the  country  between  here  and 
Brownsville,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  few  sections  of  the 
United  States  can  boast  of  so  many  natural  advantages  to 
make  a  people  happy  and  wealthy  as  this.  It  abounds  in  all 
the  minerals  used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  of  an  excellent 
quality.  Has  exhaustless  beds  of  the  best  bituminous  coal 
for  steam  power  and  the  manufacturing  of  iron,  and  many  val¬ 
uable  water  seats  for  mills.  As  a  grain  and  stock  growing 
country,  it  is  not  excelled  by  any  portion  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

It  is  beautifully  diversified  by  hill  and  dale,  and  no  people 
enjoy  better  health  than  those  living  in  this  favored  region. 
An  improvement,  therefore,  like  the  present,  must  be  invalua¬ 
ble  to  an  industrious,  agricultural  and  manufacturing  communi¬ 
ty,  who  can  raise  produce,  and  manufacture,  to  an  unlimited 
extent,  but  lack  the  means  of  getting  to  a  good  market,  ex¬ 
cepting  once  a  year  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  spring,  when  the 
market  is  glutted  and  prices  at  the  lowest.  How  great,  then, 
the  advantage,  when  this  improvement  shall  be  completed,  over 
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the  condition  of  things  before  it  was  undertaken!'  The  farmer 
and  the  manufacturer  may  then  come  to  market  when  they 
please,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  highest  market  prices.  In 
addition  to  these  advantages,  the  improvement  will  form  an 
important  link  in  the  chain  of  communication  between  the 
country  west  of  the  mountains  and  the  sea  board. 

It  will  bring  the  navigation  of  the  eastern  and  western  waters 
into  closer  proximity  than  any  other  route  across  the  Alleghe¬ 
ny  mountains,  and  will  draw  a  very  great  portion  of  the  car¬ 
rying  trade,  both  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  the  route,  and 
being  less  liable  to  obstruction  from  ice  in  the  spring  and  fall, 
than  any  of  the  more  northern  routes.  When  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Rail  Road  shall  be  completed  to  Cumberland,  Md. 
which  it  is  believed  will  be  in  the  latter  part  of  next  summer, 
the  traveller  can  perform  a  trip  from  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia, 
in  about  twenty-four  or  thirty  hours  from  this  place.  Such 
then  are  tire  benefits  to  be  expected  from  the  slack  water  nav¬ 
igation  of  the  Monongahela  river,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every 
exertion  will  be  made  by  those  interested  in  this  valuable  im¬ 
provement,  to  procure  the  means  necessary  for  its  final  com¬ 
pletion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  EICIIBAUM, 

President,  pro  tem - 


January  3d,  1842. 


REPORT 


o  F 

W.  MILNOR  ROBERTS,  Esq. 

Dated  December  18th,  1841. 


To  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Monongaliela  Navi¬ 
gation  Company: 

Gentlemen, — In  presenting  my  fourth  annual 
Teport  upon  the  Monongahela  Improvement,  it  affords  me  great 
satisfaction  to  state  that  locks  Nos.  1  and  2  were  opened  for 
navigation  on  the  18th  of  October,  and  that  they  have  con¬ 
tinued  in  regular  use  since  that  period,  answering,  in  every 
respect,  my  most  sanguine  anticipations. 

The  work  connected  with  these  locks,  and  the  dams  adjoin¬ 
ing,  is  not  yet  entirely  finished,  but  so  nearly  so  as  to  warrant 
the  assurance  that  the  navigation  will  be  uninterruptedly  main¬ 
tained,  whilst  the  river  continues  unobstructed  by  ice. 

The  successful  completion  and  trial  of  this  important  por¬ 
tion  of  the  great  undertaking  in  which  you  have  embarked, 
has  fully  established  its  claims  to  public  patronage,  and  points 
practically,  and  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  to  the  necessity 
of  further  exertion  on  the  part  of  its  friends  to  secure  the  im¬ 
mediate  completion  of  the  line  to  Brownsville.  It  can  no 
longer  be  considered  an  untried  experiment  or  a  work  of 
doubtful  expediency,  its  benefits  being  palpable  and  its  success 
certain.  During  the  brief  period  that  the  two  locks  have  been 
in  operation,  the  tolls  received  have  been  at  the  rate  of  about 
one  thousand  dollars  per  month,  although  the  tariff  or  rates,  as 
at  present  arranged,  present  a  very  moderate  tax  upon  the 
trade. 
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The  truth  is,  that  the  business  of  the  Monongahela  river, 
derived  from  the  coal  trade,  and  the  agricultural  and  mineral 
products  of  Allegheny,  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette 
and  Green  counties,  and  the  North-western  counties  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  is  of  immense  magnitude;  so  that  when  the  whole  im¬ 
provement  is  brought  into  use,  a  merely  nominal  tax  upon  it 
will  be  found  to  yield  a  respectable  interest  upon  the  capital 
invested. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  valuable  enterprize  started  at  a 
time  of  such  universal  pecuniary  embarrassment;  as  it  cannot 
be  questioned  that  this  circumstance  has  greatly  retarded  its 
progress  and  withdrawn  from  it  the  public  favor.  But  a  great 
point  has  been  gained.  Its  original  and  warm  friends  are 
now  satisfied  that  their  brightest  anticipations  were  well 
founded — the  luke-warm  have  become  more  active,  and  the 
voice  of  the  croaker  is  almost  silenced. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  difficulties  incident  to  the  times, 
this  company,  during  the  past  season,  has  labored  under  the 
most  serious  inconvenience  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  United  States  Bank  to  subscribe  the  additional  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  required  by  its  charter.  This,  added  to 
the  disappointment  of  the  Commonwealth  in  regard  to  the 
loans  provided  under  the  law  of  May  last,  has  cut  off  a  large 
portion  of  the  anticipated  resources,  and  forced  the  company 
to  a  curtailment  of  their  .expenditures. 

The  board  were  reluctantly  compelled  last  spring  to  order 
a  suspension  of  the  work  at  lock  and  dam  No.  4,  (at  Frey’s 
Shoal)  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  a  final  estimate  was 
made  in  June,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of 
work  done,  exclusive  of  water  lime  furnished,  was  $22,880  60. 
Between  four  and  five  hundred  dollars  have  since  been  ex¬ 
pended  in  hauling  out,  piling,  and  securing  the  timber  and 
other  materials. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  lock  and  dam  No.  4,  is  $67,- 
834  60.  More  than  one-third  of  the  work  has  therefore 
been  accomplished.  It  must,  however,  be  obvious,  that  a  sus¬ 
pension  for  any  considerable  period  of  works  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  will  necessarily  increase  the  cost  of  construction.  In  es¬ 
timating,  therefore,  the  eventual  cost  at  this  point,  something 
has  been  added  to  cover  this  contingency.. 
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The  foundation  of  the  lock  is  secured  and  planked,  and  two 
courses  of  substantial  masonry,  comprising  998  perches,  are 
laid.  Quarries  for  the  walls  and  for  stone  filling  have  been 
opened,  and  a  large  quantity  of  timber  for  the  dam  has  been 
delivered;  so  that  the  work  is  in  a  favorable  situation  for  the 
resumption  of  operations.  The  longer  this  is  delayed  the 
greater  will  be  the  final  cost,  as  it  is  well  known  that  timber 
piled  together  and  constantly  exposed  to  the  elements,  rapidly 
decays. 

Owing  to  the  causes  above  enumerated,  the  board,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  13th,  directed  a  suspension  of  work  at  lock  No.  3,  (at 
Watson’s  run)  to  take  place  upon  the  completion  of  the  fourth 
course  of  masonry  and  the  pier-head  then  in  progress,  and 
the  contractors  were  notified  accordingly.  They  had  previ¬ 
ously  (June  14th)  been  directed  to  suspend  all  operations 
connected  with  the  dam  until  their  work  at  the  lock  should 
be  in  a  more  advanced  state — at  the  time  of  the  notification 
not  having  laid  the  first  stone.  The  laying  of  the  masonry 
was  commenced  July  8th,  1841. 

An  estimate  has  just  been  made,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  amount  of  work  done,  exclusive  of  water  lime  furnished, 
is  $39,451  12. 

There  are  four  courses  of  masonry  laid,  containing  1947 
perches,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  stone  for  the  remainder  of 
the  walls  is  quarried  and  cut,  immediately  opposite  Elizabeth¬ 
town — two  miles,  by  water,  from  the  site  of  the  lock.  Sev¬ 
eral  quarries  have  been  opened,  and  a  part  of  the  stone  filling 
taken  out,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  timber  for  the 
dam  has  been  delivered.  This  has  been  drawn  out  and  se¬ 
cured,  except  a  lot  which  was  sold  to  Mr.  Walker.  It  is,  of 
course,  liable  to  depreciation  and  injury  to  the  same  extent  as 
that  at  dam  No.  4. 

The  estimated  amount  of  work  yet  required  to  complete 
locks  and  dams  Nos.  3  and  4,  is  $81,580  18. 

As  stated  in  a  preceding  report,  the  fourth  dam,  at  the  con¬ 
templated  limit  of  eight  feet,  will  create  an  additional  depth 
of  one  foot  in  the  pool  at  Brownsville.  This  could  be  in¬ 
creased  to  two  feet  at  a  very  trifling  expense,  and  thus  afford 
a  respectable  navigation,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  river,  with¬ 
out  dam  No.  5. 


[  12  ] 

This  sum  of  $81,580  18,  then,  represents  the  additional 
amount,  over  and  above  other  liabilities,  required  to  effect  a 
slackwater  navigation  to  Brownsville.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  company  that  has  already  expended  two  or  three  times  this 
sum,  and  with  only  two  locks  in  use  is  receiving  tolls  at  the 
rate  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  will  be  able 
to  obtain  this  trifling  amount. 

Lock  and  Dam  No.  2. 

The  masonry  of  the  lock,  and  the  pier-head  are  finished. 
There  is  a  small  amount  of  work  connected  with  the  cribs 
outside  of  the  lock  walls,  and  the  closing  of  a  gap  of  sixty 
feet  in  width  in  the  upper  part  of  the  dam,  and  some  incidental 
work  yet  to  be  effected  before  the  contract  can  be  considered 
completed;  but,  for  all  purposes  connected  with  a  regular  nav¬ 
igation  through  the  lock,  it  may  be  considered  as  done.  I 
directed  the  contractors  to  close  the  gap  in  the  dam  by  means 
of  a  semi-circular  coffer  dam,  of  cheap  construction,  to  be 
thrown  around  the  space,  and  furnished  them  with  a  plan  and 
the  requisite  instructions  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  They, 
however,  thought  proper  to  try  another  expedient,  which 
failed,  and  the  river  immediately  after  rising,  prevented  them 
from  further  operations  for  the  time  being.  Should  the  water 
fall  to  a  low  stage,  during  the  winter,  they  can  still  complete 
the  work  before  the  ice  breaks  up  in  the  spring. 

The  board  are  perhaps  aware  that  the  main  crib-work  of 
the  dam  extends  across  the  gap,  and  that  the  cribs,  and  part  of 
the  space  above,  are  filled  with  stone,  to  prevent  undermining; 
so  that  there  remains  only  the  sloping  part  to  be  added.  The 
recent  flood,  which  rose  to  the  height  of  seven  feet  above  the 
comb  of  the  dam,  does  not  appear  to  have  done  any  injury. 

Lock  and  Dam  No.  1. 

All  the  work  at  this  point  is  now  finished  except  a  portion 
of  the  gravelling  of  the  dam,  a  small  embankment,  and  some 
incidental  work  about  the  lock,  cribs,  &c.  and  the  navigation 
is  complete. 
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The  following  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  now  done, 


viz; 


Lock  and  Dam  No.  1,  (A.) 
Lock  and  Dam  No.  2,  (B.) 
Lock  and  Dam  No.  3,  (C.) 
Lock  and  Dam  No.  4,  (D.) 
Cement, 

Iron  Work,  - 


$71,557  50 
69,645  50 
30,451 
22,880 
10,712 
8,431 


12 

60 

19 

15 


Total,  $213,678  06 

This  does  not  include  the  cost  of  surveys,  engineering, 
salaries,  miscellaneous  and  incidental  expenses,  which  will  be 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  four  locks  and  dams,  in¬ 
cluding  iron-work,  water-lime  and  lock-houses,  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

Lock  and  Dam  No.  1,  (A.)  -  -  $82,627  50 

81,665  00 


Lock  and  Dam  No.  2,  (B.) 
Lock  and  Dam  No.  3,  (C.) 
Lock  and  Dam  No.  4,  (D.) 


67,077  30 
67,834  60 


Total,  $299,204  40 

This  estimate  is  based  upon  the  present  contract  prices, 
with  an  allowance  to  cover  the  anticipated  increased  cost  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  suspension  of  work. 

If  to  this  be  added  the  sum  of  $57,714  09,  (the  estimated 
cost  of  lock  and  dam  No.  5,)  it  will  give  a  total  of  $356,- 
918  49  on  the  construction  of  work,  to  effect  a  complete 
slack-water  navigation  to  Smith’s  ripples,  six  and  a  half  miles 
above  Brownsville,  constituting  the  lower  section  of  the  im¬ 
provement. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  upper  section,  thence  to  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  line,  is  $239,823  20. 

Damages  to  property  along  the  river  are  not  included  in  any 
of  the  foregoing  estimates. 

It  has  been  stated  that  locks  Nos.  1  and  2  were  opened  for 
use  on  the  18th  of  October,  but  the  company  did  not  charge 
toll  until  the  25th.  Many  vessels,  during  that  week,  were 
passed  through  free  of  charge. 

Some  idea  of  the,  extent  of  the  trade  to  be  anticipated  upon 
the  completion  of  this  improvement  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  that  during  eight  weeks  of  the  period  the  present  works 
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have  been  in  operation,  there  have  passed  through  lock  No,  1, 
on  the  descending  trade,  354  boats  and  flats,  loaded  with 
coal;  38  steamboats,  and  155  keels  and  other  craft,  loaded 
with  brick,  lime,  glass,  produce,  &c.  and  on  the  ascending 
trade,  34  steamboats  and  355  keels,  flats,  &c.  making  a  total 
of  936  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  passed.  This  does  not  in¬ 
clude  the  steamboats,  (4  in  number,)  which  are  constantly  en¬ 
gaged  in  towing  other  craft,  which,  if  added,  would  make  the 
aggregate  number  of  passages  to  exceed  one  thousand. 

The  amount  of  coal  carried  through  the  lock  in  this  brief 
period,  does  not  fall  short  of  1,260,000  bushels,  or  41,500 
tons. 

In  regard  to  the  consumption  of  coal  along  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio,  there  are  some  interesting  facts  given  in  a  recent  work 
entitled,  “  Cincinnati  in  1841.”  After  some  general  remarks, 
the  author  proceeds  thus:  “It  will  be  obvious,  under  these 
“  circumstances,  that  a  very  large  quantity  of  coal  must  be 
“  consumed  in  this  city  (Cincinnati.)  The  sales  from  the 
“  coal  yards ,  during  the  last  year,  were  nine  hundred  and 
“  thirty  thousand  bushels,  and  the  probability  is,  that  the 
“  supplies,  taken  from  boats  on  the  river,  which  sell  on  their 
“  own  account,  would  swell  this  amount  almost  or  quite  to 
“  one  million  bushels ,  as  the  annual  consumption  for  small 
“  manufacturing  establishments  and  private  families  in  the 
“  city.  To  this  must  be  added  the  quantity  required  in  the 
“  large  iron  works,  city  water  works,  &c.  which  I  estimate  to 
“  be  as  much  more,  at  least;  one  establishment  alone  con- 
“  suming  ninety-jive  thousand  bushels  of  this  article  in  a 
“  year. 

“  For  this  supply  of  coal  the  market  depends  principally 
“on  the  regions  of  the  Monongahela  and  Youghiogany,” 
(the  trade  from  which  passes  through  two  locks  on  the  Mo¬ 
nongahela)  “  and  the  neighborhood  of  Wheeling.” 

Here  we  have  something  tangible,  as  a  nucleus  around 
which  to  frame  a  calculation  of  the  future  greatness  of  the 
trade  of  this  favored  region,  and  from  which  the  opinion  must 
be  deduced,  inevitably,  that  the  stock  of  the  Monongahela 
Navigation  Company  is  destined  to  rank  amongst  the  best  in 
the  country. 


[  15  ] 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  coal  consuming  districts  of 
Great  Britain  use  annually  about  one  ton  to  each  inhabitant. 
In  Cincinnati,  according  to  the  foregoing  statement,  it  exceeds 
one  ton  to  each  inhabitant;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
Pittsburgh,  the  proportion  annually  consumed,  is  very  con¬ 
siderably  greater.  The  quantity  used  in  Cincinnati  would 
load  four  hundred  vessels,  containing  five  thousand  bushels,  or 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  each. 

Other  cities  along  the  great  Western  waters,  (and  especially 
New  Orleans)  consume  a  large  amount  of  coal,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  is  gradually  increasing.  Now  one  effect  of  this  im¬ 
provement  of  the  river  is,  to  reduce  the  cost  of  coal  delivered 
at  its  mouth,  which  necessarily  has  a  direct  tendency  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  use.  In  addition  to  the  quantity  used  in  the  cities 
and  towns,  we  have  an  immense  and  increasing  consumption 
by  the  numerous  steamboats  on  the  Ohio. 

An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  and  rapid  increase 
of  the  trade  on  this  river,  from  the  following  abstract,  taken 
from  a  report  of  the  “Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com¬ 
pany,”  made  December  1,  1839: 

ABSTRACT  OF  BOATS,  TOLLS,  &c. 


Year. 

Steam¬ 

boats. 

Flat  and 
Keel  boats 

Tons. 

Amount  Received. 

1831, 

406 

421 

76,323 

$12,750  77 

1832, 

453 

179 

70,109 

25,756  12 

1833, 

875 

710 

169,885 

60,736  92 

1834, 

938 

623 

162,000 

61,848  17 

1835, 

1,256 

355 

200,413 

80,165  24 

1836, 

1,182 

260 

188,220 

88,343  23 

1837, 

1,501 

165 

242,374 

145,424  69 

1838, 

1,058 

438 

201,750 

121,107  16 

1839, 

1,666 

578 

300,406 

180,364  01 

9,335 

3,729 

1,605,680 

$776,496  31 

— 

The  season  of  1838  was  remarkably  dry,  and  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Ohio  was  impeded  for  many  months,  which  ac¬ 
counts  in  part  for  the  decreased  trade  of  that  year,  but  it  is 
evident,  from  a  glance  at  the  table,  that  the  general  business 
is  rapidly  augmenting.  This  canal  is  only  about  two  miles 


[  16  ] 

in  length,  and  in  eight  years  the  tolls  upon  it  have  increased 
from  $12,750  77  to  $180,364  01 — an  annual  income  exceed¬ 
ing  one  half  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  Monongahela  Improve¬ 
ment  to  Brownsville. 

The  importance  of  connecting  this  work  with  the  National 
Road  at  Brownsville  has  been  frequently  adverted  to.  That 
point  once  attained,  a  large  proportion  of  the  business  and 
travel  which  now  pass  to  Wheeling,  will,  of  necessity,  be 
impelled  into  this  channel,  as  the  most  natural,  the  easiest, 
and  the  cheapest  route;  and  the  additional  tolls  arising  there¬ 
from  will  soon  enable  the  company  to  prosecute  the  remainder 
of  the  line  to  Virginia. 

The  trade  of  the  flourishing  region  along  the  Monongahela 
river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville,  naturally  tends  in  this 
direction,  but,  owing  to  the  absolute  want  of  a  navigation  for 
months,  it  is  distracted  and  turned  off  at  a  greater  cost  to  other 
points.  It  is  believed  that  the  citizens  up  the  river  are  awake 
to  their  true  interests  in  this  matter,  and  may  we  not  hope  that 
the  evidence  of  success  which  marks  the  present  position  of 
this  Company  will  induce  them  to  rouse  their  best  energies  in 
your  behalf,  and  not  permit  a  work  so  well  begun  to  languish, 
when  so  very  trifling  a  sum  will  bring  its  benefits  to  their 
thresholds! 

The  Commonwealth  too  has  a  large  investment  already  at 
stake,  and  her  true  interests  will  be  consulted  by  aiding  the 
Company  to  proceed  to  immediate  completion.  The  capital 
which  now  lies  worse  than  idle,  in  the  unfinished  locks  and 
dams,  may  thus,  and  only  thus,  be  resuscitated,  and  the  whole 
investment  rendered  profitable. 

Should  the  small  amount  required  to  finish  locks  and  dams 
Nos.  3  and  4,  be  obtained  during  the  present  winter  and 
spring,  a  slack-water  navigation  to  Brownsville  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  in  the  year  1842,  the  period  named  in  the  last  annual 
Report  of  the  Board. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  a  part  of  the  work,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  discontinue  the  services  of  G.  W.  Cass, 
Esq.  Assistant  Engineer;  and  a  communication  to  that  effect 
was  handed  to  the  Board  in  June  last.  In  separating  officially 
from  that  gentleman,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  high 
approbation  of  the  excellent  judgment,  skill,  and  attention 
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which  marked  his  course  whilst  connected  with  this  improve¬ 
ment,  and  to  express  my  regret  for  the  loss  of  his  services. 

N.  McDowell,  Esq.  continues  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  Assistant  Engineer,  having  providentially  recovered  from 
the  severe  injury  he  received  upon  the  occasion  of  passing  the 
first  steam  boat  through  lock  No.  1. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  the  fact  that  the  new  steam 
boat  Mentor ,  built  at  Elizabethtown,  passed  through  the  lock. 
She  is  180  feet  long  on  deck,  and  48  feet  wide  at  the  greatest 
breadth,  across  the  guards.  It  was  observed,  whilst  passing 
the  lock,  drat  she  came  very  near  fitting  the  chamber,  clear  of 
the  swing  of  the  gates.  The  lock  chambers  are  190  feet  long 
and  50  feet  wide,  but,  owing  to  the  space  lost  in  opening  the 
gates,  vessels  materially  larger  than  the  Mentor  could  not 
pass.  This  steam  boat  is  much  larger  than  any  that  are  regu¬ 
larly  engaged  in  the  Pittsburgh  trade. 

I  trust  that  the  Board  fully  unite  with  their  Engineer  in  the 
conviction  of  the  vast  importance  of  this  navigation  to  the 
intelligent  community  whose  interests  are  so  deeply  con¬ 
nected  with  this  Company’s  success,  and  that  you  will  be 
better  able  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  Stockholders 
the  necessity  and  sound  policy  of  immediate  completion  to 
Brownsville.  In  conclusion,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express 
a  very  decided  opinion,  founded  upon  incontrovertible  evi¬ 
dence  already  exhibited,  (although  entertained  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,)  that  this  work  will  be  entirely  successful,  and  that 
the  tolls  will  soon  yield  a  handsome  return  upon  the  capital. 
I  sincerely  believe,  and  could  almost  venture  the  prediction, 
that  its  ultimate  benefits  will  be  so  apparent,  at  no  distant  day, 
as  to  lead  to  a  similar  improvement  of  the  Ohio. 

When  that  magnificent  project  is  perfected,  Pittsburgh  will 
unquestionably  stand  upon  a  high  pinnacle,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  and  be  without  the  reach  of  rivalry. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


W.  MILNOR  ROBERTS, 


Engineer’s  Office, 
Pittsburgh,  December  18th,  1841. 

2* 


Chief  Engineer » 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 

To  whom  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  for  the  year  1841  were  referred. 


The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Treasurer’s 
Statement,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined  his 
account  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements,  and  find  the  same  to 
he  correct. 

The  Account  Sales  of  the  State  Stock  have  been  submitted 
to  them,  and  the  proceeds  found  to  correspond  with  the  amount 
credited  to  the  Company. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  drawing  of  a  war¬ 
rant  on  the  Treasurer,  (to  be  paid  out  of  the  first  moneys  that 
may  come  into  his  hands)  in  favor  of  J.  D.  Davis,  Esq.  for 
one  thousand  dollars,  being  the  sum  loaned  by  the  latter  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Company,  as  appears  by  his  statement. 

The  Committee  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
press  their  approbation  of  the  correct  and  satisfactory  system 
upon  which  the  Treasurer's  books  are  kept;  exhibiting,  at  any 
moment,  the  actual  state  of  the  financial,  and  other  matters, 
that  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Company. 

JOHN  F.  KELLY, 

J.  W.  BURBRIDGE. 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  29th,  1841. 


TREASURER’S  ACCOUNT. 


Monongahela  Navigation  Co. 

In  account  with  John  D.  Davis,  Treas’r. 
1841.  DK. 

March  20,  To  cash  paid  am’ t  warrant  131,  favor 

Nathan  M’Dowell, . $250  00 

April  20,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  134,  favor 

Bills  &  Woodward, . 2,031  50 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  135,  favor 

Fenlon  &  Lonergan, .  4,804  20 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  133,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams,  -  -  1,302  91 


2,635  00 


April 

ff 


f  C 


tt 


ft 
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ft 


Cf 


ft 
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ft 
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20,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  132,  favor 
J.  K.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  - 
“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  139,  favor 

W.  Milnor  Roberts, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  136,  favor 

G.  W.  Cass, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  137,  favor 

J.  H.  Harper,  -  - . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  138,  favor 

James  Galbraith, . 

7,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  140,  favor 
J.  I\.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  - 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  141,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  142,  favor 
Bills  &  Woodward,  -  -  -  -  - 
“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  143,  favor 
Fenlon  &  Lonergan,  -  -  -  - 
“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  144,  favor 

Nathan  Harris, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  145,  favor 

George  Gossin, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  146,  favor 
N.  M’Dowell,  . 

7,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  148,  favor 

J.  K.  &l  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  - 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  149,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  150,  favor 
Bills  &  Woodward,  -  -  -  -  - 
“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  151,  favor 

G.  W.  Cass, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  152,  favor 

Jacob  Guyser,  . 

30,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  154,  favor 
Fenlon  &  Lonergan, . 

8,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  147,  favor 

Thomas  Bakewell, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  155,  favor 
J.  K.  &.  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  - 
“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  158,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  157,  favor 

Bills  &  Woodward, . 

“  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  158,  favor 
Nathan  Harris,  ------ 

13,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  159,  favor 
W.  B.  Read, . 


500  00 
250  00 
125  00 
15  00 
1,500  00 

1.500  00 
3,000  00 

2.500  00 
950  00 
200  00 
200  00 

3,730  48 
2,866  17 
1,078  30 
332  00 
20  00 
6,000  00 
56  50 
1,833  03 
3,570  43 
2,716  60 
1,256  75 
50  00 
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Aug.  13,  To  cash  paid  am’t  Avarrant  160,  favor 

W.  M.  Roberts, .  300  00 

Sept.  8,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  161,  favor 

Solomon  Cooper, .  100  00 

“  “  To  casli  paid  am’t  warrant  169,  favor 

H.  N.  Frazier, .  110  78 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  162,  favor 

Jacob  Guyser, . -  34  00 

“  13,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  168,  favor 

Nathan  Harris, .  933  67 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  166,  favor 

Bollman  &  Garrison,  -  -  -  -  1,607  25 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  170,  favor 

Wm.  Hartupe,  - .  136  36 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  163,  favor 

J.  K.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  -  3,265  28 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  164,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams, . 2,510  60 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  165,  favor 

Bills  &  Woodward, .  3,896  40 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  171,  favor 

James  Galbraith, .  15  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  167,  favor 

Solomon  Cooper, .  213  17 

“  22,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  172,  favor 

Wm.  Hartupe, .  146  25 

“  27,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  173,  favor 

N.  Harris, .  391  25 

Oct.  5,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  174,  favor 

John  Harper, .  125  00 

Nov.  6,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  175,  favor 

J.  K.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  -  3,909  15 
“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  176,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams,  -----  4,406  06 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  177,  favor 

Bills  &,  Woodward,  -----  4,512  65 

Dec.  16,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  181,  favor 

James  Galbraith,  ------  30  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  180,  favor 

W.  M.  Roberts, .  300  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  179,  favor 

N.  M’ Dowell, .  250  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  178,  favor 

J.  K.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  -  748  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  182,  favor 

John  Capehart,  ------  100  00 

“  20,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  183,  favor 

John  Capehart, .  100  00 
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Dec.  20,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  190,  favor 

S.  Cooper, .  50  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  189,  favor 

Bills  &  Woodward, .  2,200  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  186,  favor 

Coreys  &  Adams, .  381  86 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  188,  favor 

Thos.  Liggett,  Sect’y.  -  -  -  -  200  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  187,  favor 

John  D.  Davis,  Treas’r.  -  -  -  500  00 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  185,  favor 

J.  K.  &  J.  B.  Morehead,  -  -  -  87  45 

“  “  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  184,  favor 

Incidental  Expenses,  ...  -  1,181  85 

“  “  To  Office  Bank  U.  States.  For  this 

amount  balance  of  deposite  U.  S. 

Bank  Notes, .  287  68 

“  27,  To  cash  paid  am’t  warrant  191,  favor 

G.  H.  Bowman,  - .  515  40 

“  “To  loss  sustained  on  sale  of  $21,600 

State  Stock, .  4,548  06 

“  “  To  balance  of  State  Stock  on  hand,  -  18,400  00 

“  “  To  balance  of  Cash  on  hand,  -  -  -  118  00 


$101,885  04 


CREDITS. 

Dec.  31,  By  balance  31  December,  1840,  -  -  500  29 

“  “  By  cash  received  of  Bank  U.  States,  -  5,000  00 

“  “  By  cash  received  of  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,  1st .  7,500  00 

“  “  By  cash  received  of  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania,  2d .  30,000  00 

“  “  By  cash  received  of  Bank  of  Browns¬ 
ville,  .  500  00 

“  “  By  cash  received  of  Individuals,  -  -  16,077  93 

“  “  By  cash  received  for  Tolls  Lock  No.  1.  457  14 

“  “  By  cash  received  for  Tolls  Lock  No.  2.  849  68 

“  “  By  State  Stock  Received  of  Common¬ 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  balance 
due  on  2d  Subscription,  ...  40,000  00 
“  “  By  temperary  loan  from  J.  D.  Davis,  1,000  00 


$101,885  04 

“  By  balance  in  Treasury,  of  which  $50 

is  unavailable,  ------  118  00 

JOHN  D.  DAVIS, 

Treasurer  M.  N.  Co. 


Pittsburgh,  Dec.  31,  1841. 
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